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Business & education partner to produce Skaneateles game; hits local stores this week
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The original Monopoly game was called the Landlord's Game. It was designed by Elizabeth Magie Phillips to teach people about the power of monopolies. It spread to different areas of the United States, which cooped the game as their own. Charles Darrow played the Atlantic City version, which he brought to game maker Parker Brothers in 1934. It was rejected, so Darrow, being out of work because of the Great Depression, produced 5,000 handmade sets of the game. It became so popular, he couldn't keep up with production, and seeing his success, Parker Brothers now wanted in on the action. In its first commercially manufactured year, 1935, it was the best selling game in America and still has a stronghold as a prominent game played worldwide with many versions. But not until this week, had it been designed around Skaneateles. This version is called Skanopoly.

It's being brought to you by the Skaneateles Education Foundation (SEF), which has partnered with Skaneateles businesses. This lesson in economics is being used to raise funds for education opportunities for Skaneateles Central School (SCS) students, while also promoting and driving traffic to local businesses.

SEF Foundation Director, Sharon Magee said board member Miki Mahood had seen in it used in Bronxville.

"We did our dueo diligence, and it made sense because we have a visual town, a close knit community and it was a project we could partner with businesses in town," Magee said.

Skaneateles merchants are tapped all the time to support local fundraisers, which they do endlessly. But here was an opportunity to give a little extra back, Magee said, by naming the properties and other components of the game after them and also selling it through the local retail outlets.

"We knew we wanted to produce 1,000 games, and to do that, we needed to raise all of the production costs from sponsorships, totally born on the backs of the sponsors," she said. "It's a beautiful model, you don't want to use donor donated dollars to fund this type of fund raiser."

	
	


They were initially sent the Birmingham, Alabama version of the game that was so loaded with advertisements that the SEF Foundation board felt it was disruptive to playing the game.

"At the end of the day, this the game needs to be playable," Magee said. "So we tried to minimize text on the board and preserve as much white space as we could."

Pictures on the outside of the box sold for $1200, with names on the board going for at $120 to $800. Additional patrons who wanted to participate are listed in the official instructions booklet, along with contact and location details of the major sponsors. Everything on the game is customized to Skaneateles, right down to the Community Cards.

Already historical

Skanopoly memorializes Jan and Larry Loveless' version of Krebs Restaurant, as the late Jan Loveless had readily agreed when presented the project.

"It was a real honor to have the opportunity to talk to Jan Loveless before she passed," Magee said. "She was real lovely and said, 'sign me up!'"

The Skaneateles Chamber of Commerce purchased the illustrious and high priced Boardwalk, which they dedicated to Karen Foltz, the late owner of Pomodoro I and II, who had been the Chamber president. When Joe Panzarelli of Imagine and Imagine That heard the Chamber was going to sponsor Boardwalk to honor Foltz, he said, "I want to be right next-door, give me Park Place."

Skanopoly has a $500 bill in its bank. An anonymous donor, paid to have the former Morris's Grill on the $500. The $500 bill is no longer in circulation and either is Morris's.

"We feel the game is blessed by all these people, and is a slice of history before it was is even released," Magee noted

Who else is on the game? Well, you'll just have to see this for yourself. The game is available at Creekside, First National Gifts, Imagine, Kinder Garden, Riddlers, The Sherwood Inn Gift Shop, Skaneateles Artisans, Skaneateles Chamber of Commerce and Skaneateles Town Square/Ace Hardware. The game will cost $30.

What is the Skaneateles Education Foundation?

"With the creation of the Skaneateles Education Foundation (in 2008) Skaneateles has joined a growing number of creative communities in the United States that seek different funding sources to bridge the gap between school budgets and funds necessary to provide an exceptional public education. The Foundation will allow individuals, philanthropists, corporations and others the opportunity to put their donations in a place that gets to the heart of what many believe is the key to the foundation of our country: our schools." from the website.

The Skaneateles Education Foundation was established as a not for profit to solicit and manage charitable contributions and bequests for the benefit of student education in Skaneateles. This means money raised will be invested

and the Foundation will use interest earned to support its goals. SEF purpose is to supplement, not supplant, state and local public funding. Instead its efforts are directed at enhancing the quality of a SCS education, by strengthening the curriculum and expanding the resources available to students and faculty. For example, a seventh grade teacher, came from a Durham school district, which had used a polydron manipulatives to aide student learning in pre algebra.

Through a grant, Tthe SEF Foundation purchased a set for both of our the seventh grade pre algebra teachers at a cost of $800.

In the high school all the pre-engineering courses participation e in Rochester Institute of Technology's and designed around "Project Lead the Way." They do S Science, Technology, Engineering and Math teaching (STEM) skills.

SCS students used German made Fischertechnik components to create real world assembly lines, but the real world has changed - and now hydraulics, pneumatics and nanotechnologycontrol systems are employed. So, SEF the Foundation donated granted the $1,400 to upgrade these practice technologies.

And, SEF the Foundation doesn't just promote STEM, it also donated provided a grant money for the middle school and high school music department directors to go to a professional development conference on musical theater, which is an art form truly unique to America.

"They were on fire with ideas upon their return," Magee said, adding that the Foundation SEF requires all grantees to do a written evaluation or to make a presentation. "We have very strict accountability to assure the greatest good can come from our donor's dollars."

Go to FAQ, skanedfoundation.org/faq.html for more information or contact smagee@skanschools.org.</I?< span>

