Skaneateles turns into board game
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In Australia, an organization created a life-sized version of the classic board game Monopoly. Locally, the Skaneateles Education Foundation turned the game into a localized version of it, called Skanopoly. 




Education Foundation to sell limited copies of Skanopoly game, local version of Monopoly, as fundraiser

By Jessica Soule / Skaneateles Journal

SKANEATELES - Life may not be a game, but Skaneateles is.

The Skaneateles Education Foundation put together a Skanopoly game, a local version of the classic board game Monopoly. The board game comes complete with local shops and signature places for the board's squares, Laker cards that players draw, and an instruction booklet filled with local sponsors.

The game costs $30 and is available around town. Based on the buzz about the game, the foundation bought 1,000 copies, but will order more if they run out. However, that doesn't mean Skanopoly will be around forever.

“It says limited edition on the box, and we mean limited,” Foundation Director Sharon Magee said.

The foundation hopes to raise $33,000 to pay for its program costs, such as teacher grants and student requests for financial assistance.

The game idea started as an idea for a fundraiser that also gives back to the community, and to the children - the organization's focus, Magee said.

“For us it's all about a partnership with the community,” she said.

The Foundation first approached people and businesses with a connection to education and children. From there, the buzz built, and many people jumped on board to support the unique fundraiser.

Started over the summer, the game is now a slice of time in Skaneateles, with one space for The Krebs - reserved by Jan Loveless, and another spot for Pomodoro in memory of Karen Foltz, who died earlier this year. One donor supported the project to get the former Morris's Grill on the $500 bills.

Besides those businesses that bought spaces to represent their shops, the board also includes representation for local nonprofits or service organizations, such as the Ecumenical Food Pantry. The Laker Cards include notes for the Skaneateles Library and Skaneateles Area Volunteer Emergency Services to make sure the game represented the whole community, Magee said.

Magee added that she appreciates those businesses that supported recreating the classic board game, despite the fact that they always get hit up for donations. The money they collect from selling the game will be returned to projects with an educational focus, which Magee says is an investment for the whole community.

“I hope they feel this was different,” Magee said. The organization wanted to create a fundraiser beyond the basic pasta dinner. And using a board game is a great way to keep the focus on children, she added.

They are awaiting the shipment from Farmington, Mich., but Magee predicts they will get the game and flood the eight participating stores, but the chamber office, soon with Skanopoly games.

Magee predicts that the game will be successful because people have “so much pride in this community.” And that includes the 14 volunteers who helped with the project, and the 104 sponsoring businesses that helped produce the game so that 100 percent of proceeds will benefit the Education Foundation.

“The community stepped up in such a huge way to support education,” she added.

SKANOPOLY SEARCH

Buyers can look for the localized Monopoly board game, called Skanopoly, at these locations around town:

Creekside Books & Coffee, 35 Fennell St.

1st National Gifts, 2 E. Genesee St.

Imagine, 38 E. Genesee St.

Kinder Garden, 3 E. Genesee St.

Riddlers, 4 Jordan St.

Sherwood Inn Gift Shop, 26 W. Genesee St.

Skaneateles Area Chamber of Commerce office, 22 Jordan St.

Skaneateles Artisans, 11 Fennell St.

Skaneateles Town Square/Ace Hardware, 61 Fennell St. 

