Sales of Skanopoly to benefit Skaneateles educators
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State Street School fifth graders in Skaneateles play a new Skanopoly game for the first time Monday, including (left to right) Joey Brilo, Joel Penfield, Tyler Atwater, Lily Datz, Aidan Bennett, and Madison Goetzmann. At far right is Town Supervisor Terri Roney. Nine stores in the Skaneateles commuity began selling "Skanopoly" games Monday to help the Skaneateles Education Foundation raise money to provide grants to educators. A total of 104 businesses and/or contributors gave $22,000 to produce the 1,000 Skanopoly games, which cost $30 in stores. 
Skaneateles, NY - This Monopoly game is a bit different.

Boardwalk is Pomodoro, a Skaneateles gift shop. The $500 bills feature Morris’s Grill, a defunct Skaneateles bar. And box cover looks like postcards from the lakeside village.

Skanopoly, a customized Monopoly board, is being sold to raise money for the Skaneateles Education Foundation. Businesses and other sponsors gave $22,000 to produce 1,000 copies of the game.

The game, which costs $30, went on sale Monday at nine Skaneateles stores, and will be available through next summer’s tourist season.

All proceeds will be given to the non-profit foundation which gives grants to teachers in the Skaneateles Central School District.

Where to find it

Skanopoly is for sale at the following locations: 

Creekside Books & Coffee, 35 Fennell St.

First National Gifts, 2 E. Genesee St. 

Imagine, 38 E. Genesee St. 

The Kinder Garden, 3 E. Genesee St. 

Riddler’s, 4 Jordan St. 

Sherwood Inn gift shop, 26 W. Genesee St. 

Skaneateles Area Chamber of Commerce, 22 Jordan St. 

Skaneateles Artisans, 11 Fennell St. 

Skaneateles Town Square/Ace Hardware, 61 Fennell St.

If all 1,000 games sell, the foundation will raise more than $30,000, said Sharon Magee, the foundation’s executive director. 

“A lot of times teachers have great ideas to be innovative in their classroom and teach the curriculum in different ways, but many times it requires different teaching aids or technology,” Magee said. “We all know how tight school budgets are and this provides grants so teachers can implement their ideas.”

The Jan Loveless, who owned The Krebs Restaurant in Skaneateles with her husband for more than 40 years, was among the first merchants to sign up for the Skanopoly fundraiser, Magee said. Loveless, who died this summer, gave $200 to have The Krebs logo on the board.

The Chamber of Commerce bought the Boardwalk space for $800 in honor of former Pomodoro owner and former Skaneateles Chamber of Commerce president Karen Foltz, who also died this summer.
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And anonymous donor sent $250 to put Morris’s Grill on the $500 bill.

“The irony,” Magee said, “is the $500 bill is no longer in circulation and neither is Morris’s Grill.” The popular bar closed in May 2009.

“We have a lot of history built into this game,” Magee said, “and an amazing amount of goodwill from the businesses who supported this project.”

Catie O’Toole can be reached at cotoole@syracuse.com or 470-2134.
