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Yard signs are popping up around town with the slogan “I’m going to the Hoedown, are you?”

These are referring to the Skaneateles Education Foundation’s upcoming special event — Hoedown for Education. The event will be at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 1, at the Mandana Barn, 1274 Lacy Road. Organizers say this evening is all about country living — jeans, boots and cowboy hats are encouraged.

Pam Pidhirny, a member of the Education Foundation Board, said the concept of the hoedown came from a brainstorming session of the fundraising committee. Then, they booked the perfect location for it, the rustic Mandana Barn. “Country music is so big these days, and it’s a fun (theme) to do decorations and food,” Pidhirny said.

During the hoedown, Dusty Pas’cal and Loren Barrigar will provide music. Phil Eno will lead the line dancing, and Limp Lizard will provide dinner.  The evening also will include a raffle for weekend getaways. Sponsors for the evening are Welch Allyn, Delmonico Insurance Agency, Keybank, Tops Friendly Markets, Green and Seifter CPAs, Wegmans, Griffith Energy, RMSCO, Skaneateles Rotary Club and the Slottje family.

Tickets cost $75 and include two drinks. To reserve tickets, send a check to Skaneateles Education Foundation, PO Box 16, Skaneateles, NY 13152. 

Organizers say the foundation will use the proceeds to advance and enrich curricula, programs and initiatives in Skaneateles schools.

Pidhirny said supporting educators, students and school-related projects and requests is especially important because the Skaneateles Central School District doesn’t have a high percentage of state aid compared to other districts.

“Everybody tends to think Skaneateles has a lot of money, but if you look at the formulas, we get a lot less per student than the majority of schools in New York state,” Pidhirny said. “A lot of things you think should be a given are not funded.”

So the foundation formed to help fill that gap. The foundation aims to make its Hoedown for Education an annual event, and already has a day in mind for next year’s hoedown.

Those who want to be added to the foundation’s mailing list to be notified about future events can call Director Sharon Magee at 291-2212 or email her at smagee@skanschools.org.

The hoedown will feature a raffle with prizes of a stay in a house in Naples, Fla., a stay in a condominium in Stratton, Vt., a case of wine donated by the Village Bottle Shop, a day in the Mandana Barn, and dinner and an overnight stay at the Morgan House in Aurora.   Pidhirny says that the foundation relies on community members to support its mission to promote education.

“You have to invest in education. Our children are the future,” she said.

 IF YOU GO

WHAT: Skaneateles Education Foundation's Hoedown for Education.

WHEN: 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 1

WHERE: Mandana Barn, 1274 Lacy Road

COST: $75

RESERVATIONS:  Send a check to Skaneateles Education Foundation, PO Box 16, Skaneateles, NY 13152. 

